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l. Woman: How’s Mina doing in her new class?
Man: [ ]
(A) She’d like to do it herself.
(B) She seems relaxed.
(C) She’s been there with friends.
(D) She might be joining us soon.

2. Man: Do you think anything bad will happen this year?
Woman: [ 1]
(A)Sodol.
(B) It’s nothing.
(C) You did it.
(D) Take it easy.

3. Woman: Isn’t there a direct flight to the island?
Man: [ ]
(A) Hold on a second.
(B) Come on in.
(C) That’s a pity.
(D) Here we go.

4. Man: Has Daniel posted the photos we took this morning?
Woman: [ 1]

(A) Yes, he probably will.
(B) Don’t worry about that.
(C) No, they don’t, yet.

(D) I'm glad to hear that.

5. Woman: Excuse me, where can I get a re-entry wristband?
Man: [ ]
(A) We collect them here.

(B) There are other performers.
(C) You don’t need one.

(D) That’s not always true.
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6. Man: I heard there’s a media art workshop tomorrow evening. Shall we go together?
Woman: 1 wish I could, but I have a part-time job from five to ten on Tuesdays.

Man: Okay, never mind. I’ll just go and see what it’s like.

What is probably true of the speakers?

(A) The woman often works at an art gallery.
(B) They are interested in a study group.

(C) The man will be giving a lecture online.

(D) They missed the opportunity of a lifetime.

7. Woman: Excuse me, is there a Wi-Fi network I can use here?
Man: Yes, ma’am. Our network and password are on the poster over there.

Woman: Oh, I didn’t notice that. Much appreciated.

What is probably true of the situation?

(A) A password has already been set up.

(B) Customers can borrow a computer for free.
(C) Free internet access is unavailable here.

(D) The shop is offering special coupons.

8. Woman: Hello. I’'m a second-year student and I have a question about student loans.
Man: Right. All inquiries about school fees must be made through the college website.

Woman: Well, actually I knew that, but [ wanted to talk to someone in person.

Which of the following is probably true?

(A) The man is likely to give the woman a scholarship.
(B) The woman had an online meeting a few weeks ago.
(C) The man cannot answer any questions on funds.

(D) The woman was unable to pay the fees last year.



9.  Woman:

Man:

Woman:

10. Man:

Woman:

Man:

Heavy snow is forecast for tomorrow. Do you think classes will be canceled?
I’m not sure. We’ll be informed by 6 a.m. tomorrow, anyway.

I hope all classes are called off or conducted online tomorrow.

What is probably true of the situation?

(A) Bad weather has caused major train delays.
(B) Some classes will be taught online this month.
(C) Students are asked to stay home all day.

(D) A decision will be made sooner or later.

Is it okay if I leave class early today, Professor? I have a doctor’s appointment at three.
That’s not a problem. Could you just leave quietly through the back door?
Thank you, I will. I hope this will be my last visit to the clinic.

Which of the following is probably true?

(A) The man will finish working at the hospital soon.
(B) The woman is asked to leave earlier than usual.
(C) The man has a lesson to attend this afternoon.

(D) The woman will see the man for the last time.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

The artist ( ) white paint out of a tube and mixed it with other colors.
(A) squeezed
(B) swept
(C) spoiled
(D) stated

It is often said that ( ) is hard to gain but very easy to lose.
(A) tragedy
(B) threat
(C) tendency
(D) trust

The metaverse meetup this week was a lot of fun and ( ) exciting.
(A) promptly
(B) pretty
(C) precisely
(D) primary

The museum decided to ( ) a collection of contemporary German art.
(A) purchase
(B) pretend
(C) persuade
(D) protest

Some traditional systems are no longer ( ) for modern society and should be changed.
(A) several
(B) suspicious
(C) similar

(D) suitable

Henry feels so happy that his new ( ) seem very friendly.
(A) necessities
(B) nods
(C) neighbors

(D) nerves



17.

18.

19.

20.

Growing international pressure has yet to ( ) the country’s aggressiveness.

(A) whisper
(B) wonder
(C) waste

(D) weaken

By the time we got to the music hall, the concert was almost ( ).

(A) over
(B) off
(C) out
(D) on

( ) is the study of the physical features of the earth and related human activity.

(A) Garbage
(B) Gravity
(C) Geography
(D) Guarantee

This instruction manual should be (
(A) raised
(B) retained
(C) ruined
(D) relied

) for future reference.
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21. The package ( ) late due to a two-day strike by truck drivers in France.
(A) being arrived
(B) arriving
(C) was arrived

(D) arrived

22. Data science provides the insights and knowledge ( ) for our society.
(A) those necessary
(B) which necessary
(C) necessary

(D) who necessary

23. It would be wonderful for students ( ) the overall concept of the town festival.
(A) designed
(B) design
(C) will design
(D) to design

24. Please help ( ) to the food and drinks on the table.
(A) yourself
(B) you
(C) yours
(D) your

25. The social media service is said to have the ( ) users in South Asia.
(A) many
(B) most
(C) much
(D) more

26. For a while, the team did not figure out what ( ) with their robot.
(A) had in error
(B) mistook
(C) went wrong

(D) messed up



27.

28.

29.

30.

Renewable energy is often eco-friendly, ( ), and sustainable.
(A) efficient
(B) efficiencies
(C) efficiently
(D) efficiency

( ) a drone in nature would give you a feeling of freedom.
(A) Flown
(B) Flying
(C) Flew
(D) Fly

I was wondering if you ( ) me a big favor and talk to Mr. Phillips.
(A) could do
(B) were asked
(C) have gotten
(D) would like

The Paralympic athlete appears calm and quiet but really hates to (
(A) loss
(B) lost
(C) loose
(D) lose

).



KD B A— VG, 31~85 DERIODEZ LLTRBE Y75 0% (A) ~ (D) b PO
A<\ AN

Dear Students,
We are excited to invite you to the Asian Sound Studies Forum. Only four weeks to go!

e Dates: April 15"-19", 2025
e Location: Digital Hollywood University, Tokyo, Japan (fully hybrid)

The study of sound is a wide field, including music, language, technology, history, media, and more. The role
of sound in cultures and societies is important and complex. This conference seeks to expand our knowledge

and increase the importance of the study of sound.

Over the five days of this event, we will feature panels and discussions on a wide range of topics. The
conference offers a unique opportunity to meet with scholars, researchers, working musicians, and sound

hobbyists in the field of Asian sound cultures. Find the full list of events here.

Join us either at the Digital Hollywood campus or virtually for this exchange of ideas. All events require
registration in advance. (Please note: physical seating will be limited in many cases, but online seating is

unlimited for all events.)

For more information, including current seating availability and details of how to register, please visit our

conference website: https://www.confcoord.jp/asian-sound-cultures

We look forward to welcoming you to this exciting event, which promises to deepen our understanding of

sound cultures in Asia.

With best wishes,
The 2025 ASSF Organization Committee (Committee@2025assf.ac.jp)

Special notice: We need 12 volunteers to fill roles as room monitors, venue guides, reception assistants, as
well as cleaning up rooms and throwing out garbage after the event. Volunteers receive a complimentary
ticket to the event but are responsible for paying for their own travel, hotel accommodations, and meals.
Volunteering is a wonderful way to attend the conference on a budget. Please note that there is an application
process for all volunteer positions. The volunteer application process is here. Applications will close when we

have reached our goal of 12 volunteers.

10



31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

How soon will the Asian Sound Studies Forum take place?
(A) In five days

(B) In a fortnight

(C) In about a month

(D) In the fall of 2025

What is the purpose of this event?

(A) To make sound studies include more media
(B) To make sound studies more important

(C) To make sound studies a wider field

(D) To make sound studies more complex

Which of the following is true about seating?

(A) Online seating will be limited but physical seating will be unlimited.
(B) Both online and physical seating will be unlimited.

(C) Physical seating will be limited but online seating will be unlimited.

(D) Both physical and online seating will be limited.

What task will volunteers NOT be asked to perform?
(A) To clean the monitors in the rooms

(B) To help at reception during the event

(C) To throw out trash after the event

(D) To guide visitors around the event

What is one benefit of becoming a volunteer?

(A) You can stay at a hotel for free during the forum.
(B) You can attend the forum for free.

(C) You can go to the event by bus or train for free.

(D) You will get a free Iunch.

11
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Cosplay & Yukata Rentals in Uenolhara City

Welcome to the official website of Kominka Hosobashi,

where guests have a cosplay experience they will never forget!

If you are a fan of anime culture, you have probably often admired the beautiful costumes of your favorite
characters. Maybe you have wondered what it would feel like to wear such a special yukata or kimono. Despite

this interest, maybe you hesitated to actually try it..

Relax and let us help youl

Rent a costume for a photoshoot in the beautiful city of Uenohara, Yamanashi Prefecture. It is widely known
among fans of anime and video games that Uenohara City is a great location to take snapshots. Why not

upgrade to some professional photos?

We offer two sessions per day (9 am. or 2 p.m.). In a typical session you will:
- Arrive at our 4-story traditional inn. Be met by our friendly staff.
- Get made-up by our staff (using your own make-up or our options)
or do your make-up yourself (using your own make-up only).
- Put on your yukata, cosplay, and/or wig. Our experienced staff will help you.
- When your group is ready, our professional photographer will take you

for a beautiful photoshoot all across Uenohara.

We also offer an additional and shorter activity, where you can have fun enjoying a tea ceremony while wearing

a yukata. (Starting time as requested.)

There are many places to choose from for your backdrops, such as the famous Hosobashi Bridge and local
shrines. For an idea of the locations, please click on the links below:

Hosobashi Bridge (Uenohara City)

Become a spirit of the forest (Uenohara City Forest Park)

Special note:

At Kominka Hosobashi, we understand that some of you are worried about the feelings of local people toward
your cosplaying with their culture. Please be assured that, if you show good manners, across the city everyone
will be happy to see you. Our services are widely supported in our local community and also by the local city

government.

12



36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

Who is this service aimed at?

(A) People who often admire the costumes in anime culture

(B) People who often take snapshots in Uenohara City

(C) People who often wear the costumes of their favorite anime characters

(D) People who often rent special yukata or kimono

What kind of service does this website offer?
(A) Costume rental only

(B) Costume rental and studio photography

(C) Costume rental and on-location photography
(D) On-location photography only

What happens first, after you arrive at the inn?
(A) You will check your wig size.

(B) You will meet the staff.

(C) You will choose which makeup to use.

(D) You will have lunch.

Which of the following is NOT possible regarding make-up?
(A) To get made up by the staff using your own make-up

(B) To get made up by the staff using their make-up options
(C) To make yourself up using your own make-up

(D) To make yourself up using the staff’s make-up options

According to the passage, what is the attitude of local people toward cosplaying?
(A) If you show good manners, they will be fine with it.

(B) They only accept it because the local government supports it.

(C) Even if you show good manners, some of them will not be happy to see you.

(D) They only accept it in certain locations.

13
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“Al washing” does not refer to the use of microchips in washing machines. It is true that many modern
washing machines have microchips in them. “Al washing,” however, refers to a claim by a company that its

product or service uses Al, when it really does not.

Why might a company do this? The first reason is to make their products or services seem more attractive.
Many companies have already been using Al for quite some time, but over the past two years Al has quickly
become a popular catchword among consumers. The new popularity of Al is driving sales in many areas. Al

in refrigerators is over a decade old, but Al shoes and Al dog bowls have only existed since 2023.

The second reason is to make companies, both old and new, seem more attractive to investors. In order for
companies to be successful, they not only need to develop attractive products and services but they need
people to invest money in them. Young companies in particular must appeal to investors on a regular basis.
They often use brochures to explain what products or services they are developing and why these are likely
to be successful. Many investors have been looking for opportunities to invest in Al in some way. It is seen

as an area where business is likely to grow.

The problem is that if companies tell lies about their products or services, either to customers or to investors,
it is illegal and can get your company into big trouble. This is particularly the case with financial or
investment services, where the laws are very strict. Saying that a washing machine which contains a
microchip uses “Al” may just be a choice of words. In contrast, telling customers that your company uses Al
to provide financial advice when it does not can cause your company to be publicly warned by the
government and maybe heavily fined. Of course, such a public warning would greatly damage the company’s

reputation and would likely lead to it losing many customers.

14



41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

What is Al washing?

(A) When a company sells new products or services using Al

(B) When a washing machine uses an Al program to wash clothes
(C) When a company lies about its products using Al

(D) When a company designs a washing machine using Al

Why might a company claim to be using AI?

(A) To make its products more attractive to consumers

(B) Because many Al products have only existed since 2023
(C) To make Al a catchword among consumers

(D) Because it has already been using Al for quite some time

Why are many investors looking for opportunities to invest in AI?

(A) Because young companies appeal to them

(B) Because they read brochures about products which will be successful
(C) Because companies, both old and new, are attractive to them

(D) Because it is an area where business is likely to grow

What is particularly the case with financial products or services?

(A) If companies lie about their products or services, consumers will soon find out.
(B) If companies lie about their products or services, it might still be legal.

(C) If companies lie about their products or services, investors will soon find out.

(D) If companies lie about their products or services, they will get into legal trouble.

What might cause a financial service company to lose many customers?
(A) Giving warnings about the dangers of Al

(B) Trying to damage the reputation of Al companies

(C) Being fined for lying about its use of Al

(D) Telling its customers that it is using Al

15
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The streets of Barcelona in Spain are often crowded during the summer. Barcelona is a very popular tourist
destination, having received 15.6 million tourists in 2023. For a few days in the summer of 2024, the streets
were even more crowded than usual, not with tourists but with protestors. Barcelona was in the international

news, as 3,000 people took to the streets to complain about “overtourism.”

Tourism brings in a lot of money, both to businesses and local government, and it employs a lot of people.
14% of all business activity in Barcelona is tourism-related and over 125,000 people are employed in
businesses which serve only tourists. Many more people are employed in businesses, such as restaurants or

transportation, which many tourists use.

What is it that people are protesting against? The protestors have three major complaints. First, they are upset
that the increasing number of holiday rental apartments is making the price of housing too high for local
people. Second, they claim that overcrowding in some popular spots is destroying the traditional lifestyle of
those areas. Finally, they are upset about the costs which are being placed on public services by the large

number of tourists.

Overtourism has also recently become an urgent topic of discussion in Japan. In one way this is surprising,
as Japan receives far fewer tourists per citizen than countries such as Spain and France, or even Iceland and
Malaysia. The worry about overtourism in Japan may be due to the fast rate of change. There were 6.2 million
international visitor arrivals in 2011. In 2019 this had increased to 31.9 million. What is more, the majority

of visitors tend to focus on the same few spots that have become the focus of attention on social media.
At the same time, much of the country remains relatively empty. Rural Japan, less-fashionable prefectures

and even some neighborhoods of Tokyo are notable for their lack of tourists. Japan seems to be experiencing

both overtourism and its opposite at the same time.

16



46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

Why were the streets of Barcelona more crowded than usual for a few days in the summer of 2024?
(A) Because Barcelona is a very popular tourist destination

(B) Because Barcelona was in the international news

(C) Because the streets are often crowded in the summer

(D) Because some people were protesting

How many people work in businesses in Barcelona which tourists may use?
(A) Many more than 125,000

(B) 14% of all people in Barcelona

(C) Approximately 125,000

(D) 14% of all people in business

According to the passage, what do some people blame tourism for?
(A) The low cost of public services

(B) Rising house prices

(C) The increasing number of holidays

(D) Destroying unpopular areas

Which of the following countries receives fewest tourists per citizen?
(A) France

(B) Malaysia

(C) Spain

(D) Japan

Why has overtourism become an urgent topic in Japan?

(A) Because much of the country remains empty

(B) Because the number of tourists is increasing rapidly

(C) Because tourism has become the focus of attention on social media

(D) Because Japanese people are often surprised by tourists
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